
On Monday May 15th, Governor Jay Inslee signed ESHB 1678 
into law, authorizing Dental Therapy at Federally Qualified 
Health Centers and lookalikes. Rule-making for the profession
officially kicked off on Friday June 16th with the Dental Quality
Assurance Commission (DQAC) at the Department of Health (DOH).
The Washington Dental Access Campaign (WDAC) is petitioning the
DQAC for a timely, fact-based, equity-focused process. If you would
like to be involved or have questions, please contact Marcy Bowers,
Director for the Statewide Poverty Action Network at
marcy@povertyaction.org.
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The mission of the North Sound Oral
Health LIN is to create innovative
partnerships and sustainable
strategies to increase oral health
equity and improve quality of life for
all people in the North Sound region. 

CAREQUEST - Self-Paced Courses with
Free ADA CERP Credits: 
Dental Fear & Anxiety: Why It Exists &
What Providers Can Do to Help

Understanding & Providing Trauma-
Informed Oral Health Care

ARTICLES & BRIEFS:
Access and Equity are Vital for Good Oral
and Overall Health

North Sound Organizational Equity
Assessment Reporting Brief

WEBINARS:
In Need of Treatment: Cost, Inequities,
and Our Oral Health System in 2023
Thursday June 29 from 4pm - 5pm PST
REGISTER HERE
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Arcora Data & News

North Sound ACH: 
Collaborative Action Network

ANNOUNCEMENT - LIN RECALIBRATION 

TAKE ACTION ON DENTAL THERAPY 

Since its formation in 2020, the North Sound Oral Health LIN has launched
over 20 projects and invested close $700,000 into the region to promote
oral health equity and access for underserved populations. Over the past
several months, the LIN Steering Committee has been recalibrating its
structure to better serve the region. Our hope is that these efforts will
provide more value as well as increased opportunities for members to
engage, thereby building a strong and sustainable network better able to
address oral health needs for years to come! As soon as July, we will be
sharing our new structure and opportunities to engage. Stay tuned, and
we hope to see you all soon!

Community Catalyst is leading a sign-on letter requesting that
federal HHS Secretary Becerra add Dental Therapists to the National
Health Service Corps so they can be eligible to receive scholarships
and loan repayment. This addition can be made without any
statutory change and would make dental therapy education more
accessible and sustainable. Use this link to SIGN-ON today. Please
contact Laura at Community Catalyst with questions at
lbrannon@communitycatalyst.org.

For more information about the North Sound Oral Health LIN, 
please contact Lisa Sohni at lisa@northsoundach.org.

WORKFORCE - ACCESS MATTERS
Futures NW is a non-profit who is on a mission to level the socio-economic
playing field for students from under-served communities.  On December
8th, 2022 they held their first Learning with Leaders (LWL) event at
Options High School in Bellingham, providing students with the opportunity
to experience a variety of careers through experiential activities. The LIN
was able to connect Futures NW with Bellingham Technical and Skagit
Valley Colleges' dental programs to highlight dental careers and give
students firsthand experience. Taylor Lewis, a LWL participant and recent
graduate, appeared in the Cascadia Daily News - Senior Spotlight recently
announcing her intention to pursue a career as a Dental Hygienist as a
result. What a win for all! Read the full article HERE.

https://www.wadentalaccess.com/
https://www.carequest.org/education/course/dental-fear-and-anxiety-why-it-exists-and-what-providers-can-do-help/overview?utm_campaign=Webinars&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=255860864&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9WczB9z1yR6x1Ax-NkXubxyVn5iLE-zWwBdwc2mF36R-N-TiDW6icCRYCQ3a7hpEALBx0cOjdLb1V28Ck8y6tFw6O44g&utm_content=255861236&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.carequest.org/education/course/understanding-and-providing-trauma-informed-oral-health-care/overview?utm_campaign=Webinars&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=255860864&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--YLDjSRozPTobtFOxGcxaS3E0_nZ05bvIjI_fXhjCtRy1tM2edSwscPAlM1nwP4qUeON8LM2DoqZQd1dodIXS6Z2d3Yw&utm_content=255861236&utm_source=hs_email
https://arcorafoundation.medium.com/access-and-equity-are-vital-for-good-oral-and-overall-health-5b524e32e91c
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1f8HbPwitJ_6vg3uQszTN7SaAfOdREvHx/view?usp=sharing
https://www.carequest.org/education/webinars/need-treatment-cost-inequities-and-our-oral-health-system-2023?utm_campaign=Webinars&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=263537537&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_O08ZtaGHHDLLVzyb4nHuOhWZNovgIk2s-Q5JNQBNygYhOye8r-xqFsZzlxYeY5unrIlLi04wMXA-WqOirqnj777cOfg&utm_content=263543627&utm_source=hs_email
https://arcorafoundation.org/data-and-news/
https://northsoundach.org/about-the-collaborative-action-network/
https://communitycatalyst.org/
https://communitycatalyst.app.box.com/s/5rd1qoaw40xsxnp1t1kydjaentuq6trn
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejJieTdjnEiZujaHL9rlFFWRBdMQyVZ74yAZgdrxM0qfnRIQ/viewform
https://www.futuresnw.org/
https://www.cascadiadaily.com/news/2023/jun/08/2023-senior-spotlight-bellingham-schools/

